Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break!
This term promises to be full of excitement and discovery as we explore the theme of light and dark. We have lots of fun activities planned, including, making sun catchers, exploring shadows using puppets and helping our resident Owl Plop by learning about nocturnal animals (keep an eye out—he might even visit us!)
Below, you’ll find an overview of what we’ll be learning and exploring this term, along with some key vocabulary to review at home.
As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to come and speak to us—we’re always happy to help. You can also visit our class page on the school website for updates and information.
Mrs. Barrow and the Acorn Team  Personal, Social and Emotional Development

We will be considering challenges and facing up to them. Discussing not giving up and trying until they have achieved their goal. 
We will be also talking about feelings linked to achievement.

We will also be taking part in Safer Internet Day – 11.02.2026 and Time to Talk Day- 13.02.2026


Maths
We will continue to learn about numbers 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5. Where we will also look at 1 more and 1 less than a number and subitising. 
We will also revisit mass and capacity, looking at heavier, lighter, floating, sinking, full and empty!. 
Vocabulary: Zero, one, two, three, four, five, subitise, more, less, day, night, square, rectangle, sides, corners, floating, sinking, mass, heavier, lighter, capacity.




Phonics
We will be moving onto Phase 3 sounds this term, which are all based on digraphs (2 letters that make 1 sound). Children will continue to write and spell simple CVC words, moving onto writing words such as, rain, tail and soap. We will continue to read short sentences containing the phonemes we’ve learned so far. 
Phonemes and words learned each week will continue to be sent home at the end of the week via class Dojo. 








Communication and Language
To further our communication and language we will; 
· Engage in story time and have weekly communication and language sessions. 
· Re-tell the story ‘Supertato!’
· Promote speaking in full sentences 
· Encourage listening carefully to each other.
· Using time connective language such as; first, next, then and finally. 

English 
We will be reading the story ‘Supertato!’
Learning to re-tell the story verbally and using pictures, labels and captions. We will re-create the story making up our own villain after receiving a video from Supertato who has been captured yet again! 
Keep an eye out for a special invitation written by the children. 


Acorn Class
Curriculum Statement
Spring 1
Light & Dark! 
[image: A sun and moon in a circle  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



Physical Development
To develop our physical development, we will continue to take part in activities such as; funky fingers, dough disco, pencil control and handwriting activities. 
PE will be taught by Mrs. Hovell on Tuesday afternoons. 
Please make sure children come to school in their PE kit with long hair tied back and earrings removed. 




Understanding of the World.
We will be learning the different between light and dark and how light comes from different sources. We will continue to look at light, investigating how shadows are formed and exploring which materials will be best to make our sun catchers. Our resident owl Plop will help teach us about owls and nocturnal animals. 

Vocabulary: Light, dark, sources, natural, man-made, shadow, reflection, nocturnal animals, owl, fox, hedgehog, wings, claws, beak, eyes, transparent and opaque. 


Expressive Art and Design

We will be exploring and using different media and materials to create: 
· A bird feeder. 
· Designing and creating a sun catcher based on our findings of the best material to use.  

Vocabulary: Materials, bird feeder, instructions, seeds, sun catcher, design and make. 

Vocabulary: 
Paint, flicking, collage, rip, tear, cut, printing, cutting, threading, build, mould, shape.  













We have also incorporated all areas of learning into the Continuous Provision within Acorn Class. 
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